
Grade 5 Social Studies Curriculum Map 
A Study of the Western Hemisphere 

 
1st Quarter  2nd Quarter  3rd Quarter  4th Quarter 

Early Peoples of the 
Americas 

Examine: 
● Migration Routes 
● Culture Groups 
● Physical, Climate and 

Vegetative Regions 
● Adaptation, 

Environment and 
Resources 

Compare/Contrast: 
● Peoples of the US, 

Canada and Caribbean 
Region 
 

European Exploration 
and its Effects 

Investigate: 
● Explorers 

Locate: 
● Key Areas 
● Movements of People, 

Plants, and Animals 

Examine: 

European Exploration 
and its Effects 
(Continued) 

 
Cultural Diversity 

Investigate: 
● Characteristics of 

Various Civilizations 

Locate:  
● Complex Societies and 

Civilizations 

Compare/Contrast: 
● Various Civilizations 
● Political States and 

Territories 

Explore and Compare/Contrast: 
● Cultural Characteristics 

Investigate: 
● Current Issues of Two or 

More Countries 
 
 
 

Cultural Diversity 
(Continued) 

 
Government 

Examine: 
● U.S. Government 
● Basic Structure 
● Documents 

Compare/Contrast: 
● Structure and Function 

of U.S., Canada, Mexico 
and One Other Country 

Examine: 
● Groups of People 
● Struggle for Equality, 

Civil Rights, and 
Sovereignty 

● Multinational 
Organizations’ Various 
Roles in Cooperation, 
Peace, and Cultural 
Understanding 
 

Government 
(Continued) 

 
Economics 

Explore: 
● Traditional, Market, and 

Command Economy 

Identify: 
● Impact of Natural 

Resources 

Examine Product: 
● Manufacturing 
● Import/Export 
● Supply/Demand 
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Grade 5 Social Studies Curriculum Map 
A Study of the Western Hemisphere 

● Native Americans’ View 
of Newcomers 

● Europeans Interaction 
with Native Americans 

● Enslaved 
Africans/Middle 
Passage 

Investigate: 
● Supply and Demand 

*Geography will be integrated into all topics throughout the year.  
**​Estimated Instructional Time: 40 Minutes, every other day.   
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CURRICULUM MAP 
 

Subject:  Social Studies                                     Grade Level:  5th                        rev 11/07         

     

FIRST QUARTER SECOND QUARTER THIRD QUARTER FOURTH QUARTER 

 

 

MAP AND GLOBE SKILLS 

 

PREPARATION FOR NYS 

ASSESSMENT 

 

 Testing Strategies 

 Interpreting types of data 

 Constructed response w/ DBQ 

 Introduce and review concepts 

pertaining to: 

o Government 

 Three branches of 

government 

 Checks and balances 

 Constitution, 

amendments, Bill of 

Rights 

 Elections of officials 

o Economics 

 Free market economy 

 Import/ Export 

 Supply/ Demand 

 Goods and Services 

o History 

 Native Americans 

 13 Colonies 

 Revolutionary War 

 Industrial Revolution 

 Immigration 

 NY History 

o Geography 

 Six themes of  

Geography and Map 

Skills 

 Latitude/Lon

gitude 

 Five US 

Regions  

 Hemispheres 

 

MAP AND GLOBE SKILLS 

 

WESTWARD EXPANSION 

 

 Pioneers 

o Crossing the 

Appalachian 

o Daniel Boone 

o Settling Kentucky 

o Conflicts with 

Native Americans 

and Mexico 

 Louisiana Purchase 

o Lewis and Clark 

o Manifest Destiny 

 War of 1812 

o Star Spangled 

Banner 

 Industrial Revolution 

o Mass production 

o Transportation 

 

CIVIL WAR 

 

 Differences in the nation 

 South and slavery 

 A nation divided 

Conflicts 

 

MAP AND GLOBE SKILLS 

 

RECONSTRUCTION 

 

 Rebuilding the nation 

 Settling the west 

 

INDUSTRY AND IMMIGRATION 

 

 Growth of cities 

 Immigrants 

 

US AND THE WORLD 

 

 Expanding the US 

 Panama Canal 

 War with Spain 

 Progressive Era 

 

 

MAP AND GLOBE SKILLS 

 

US AND THE WORLD  

(continued) 

 

 WWI 

 Propaganda 

 

THE GROWING US:  SUCCESSES 

AND HARDSHIPS 

 

 Roaring twenties 

 Depression 

 WWII 

 Dust Bowl 

 

THE US IN THE COLD WAR 

YEARS 

 

 COLD WAR 

 CIVIL RIGHTS 

 VIETNAM 

 

OUR NEIGHBORS TO THE 

NORTH AND SOUTH 

 

 Canada 

o Give an introduction 

to United States 

neighbors 

 Latin America 

o Give an introduction 

to United States 

neighbors 

 



 Continents 

and Oceans 

 Scale 

 Map keys 

and symbols 

 Compass 

rose and 

directions 

 Types of 

maps 

 

 
 



CURRICULUM MAP 
 

Subject:  Social Studies                          Grade Level:  6th                rev 9/08 

 

FIRST QUARTER SECOND QUARTER THIRD QUARTER FOURTH QUARTER 

 

Text: History of the World 

 

*Map and Globe skills 

*Study Skills and Notebook upkeep 

 

*Geography of the Eastern 

Hemisphere 

 -Land and water terms 

 -climates 

 -natural resources 

 

*Early Civilizations 

-Pre-history and start of civilizations 

 

*Fertile Crescent Region 

 -climate/geography 

 -river systems 

 -cultures 

 -religion (polytheism) 

 -religion (monotheism) 

    -(Judaism) 

 -governments and laws 

   -Hammurabi’s Code 

 -lasting achievements 

 

Standards 2,3,4,5 

 

 

Text: History of the World 

 

*Map and Globe skills 

*Study Skills and Notebook upkeep 

 

*Egypt and Nubia 

 -climate/geography 

 -cultures 

 -religion (polytheism) 

    -mummification 

 -governments and laws 

 -lasting achievements 

 

 

* Ancient India 

 -climate/geography 

 -cultures 

 -religions 

    -Buddhism/Hinduism  

  -governments and laws 

 -lasting achievements 

 

 

* Ancient China 

 -climate/geography 

 -cultures 

 -religions  

 -governments and law 

 -lasting achievements 

 -Confucius 

 

 

 

Standards 2,3,4,5 

 

 

 

Text: History of the World 

 

*Map and Globe skills 

*Study Skills and Notebook upkeep 

 

 

*Ancient Greece 

 -climate/geography 

 -cultures 

 -religions (polytheism)  

 -governments and laws 

 -lasting achievements 

    -philosophers/teachers 

 -Spread of Culture, Dark     Age, 

Golden Age 

 

*Ancient Rome 

 -climate/geography 

 -cultures 

 -religions (polytheism) 

 -growth of Christianity 

 -governments and laws 

   -Republic/Empire 

 -lasting achievements 

 -Fall of Rome 

 

*Byzantine Empire 

 --climate/geography 

 -cultures 

 -religions (Eastern   Orthodox/ Islam)  

 -governments and laws 

    -Constantine 

 -lasting achievements 

 

Standards 2,3,4,5 

 

 

Text: History Of the World 

 

*Map and Globe skills 

*Study Skills and Notebook upkeep 

 

Final Exam Preparation 

 

*Early Civilizations of the Americas 

 

  -climate/geography 

 -cultures 

 -religions  

 -governments and laws 

 -lasting achievements 

 -Incas/Aztecs/Mayans 

 

 

*Europe and the Middle Ages 

  -climate/geography 

 -cultures 

 -religion (Christianity)  

 -governments and laws 

  -Feudalism/Manors 

  -Charlemagne 

 -lasting achievements 

 

*Renaissance & Reformation 

 -cultures 

 -religion   

 -governments and law 

 -lasting achievements 

-influential figures 

 

 

Standards 2,3,4,5 

 

 



CURRICULUM MAP 

 

Subject:  Social Studies                                 Grade Level:  7th                  rev 9/08 

 

FIRST QUARTER SECOND QUARTER THIRD QUARTER FOURTH QUARTER 

 

European Conceptions in the 1300’s-

1500’s 

 From the Dark Ages into the 

Renaissance 

 Gutenberg’s printing press 

 Technological improvements in 

sailing 

 

Standards 2, 3 

 

European Exploration and 

Settlements 

 Portuguese/Spanish/English/ 

Dutch and French explorers and 

their impact upon the Americas 

 

Standards 2 

 

Colonial Settlement/Life in Colonial 

Communities 

 Establishing the 13 colonies 

 Roots of representative 

government 

 

Standards 1, 3, 4 

 

French and Indian War 

 Young George Washington 

 Key Battles 

 Treaty of Paris 1763 

 

Standards 1, 2, 3 

 

Causes of the Revolution 

 Political and economic conflicts 

 Whig and Tory view points 

 Boston riots 

 

Standards 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 

 

Military/Political Aspects of the 

Revolution 

 Washington’s leadership 

 Military strategies 

 Key battles 

 

Standards 1.2, 5 

 

Economic/Political/Social Changes Due 

to the Revolution 

 Articles of Confederation 

 Shay’s Rebellion 

 Madison and Hamilton’s influence 

 

Standards 1, 4, 5 

 

U.S. and  NY State Constitution  

(Writing/Structure/Adoption) 

 Roots of the U.S. Constitution 

 The Founding Fathers 

 Key disagreements and 

compromises 

 

Standards 1, 2, 5 

 

New Federal Government in Action 

 Early presidential administrations 

 Congress and court system at 

work 

 

Standards 1, 4, 5 

 

Western Expansion and Progress 

 The Louisiana Purchase 

 Lewis and Clark 

 Erie Canal 

 

Standards 1, 2, 4, 5 

 

Age of Jackson 

 The War of 1812 

 Era of Good Feelings 

 Jacksonian Democracy 

 

Standards 1, 2, 3, 4 

 

 

Manifest Destiny 

 The further expansion of America 

 Oregon Trail 

 Mountain Men 

 War for Texas 

 

Standards 1, 2, 3, 4 

 

North and South 

 Economic and social differences 

 Compromises over slavery 

 

Standards 1, 2, 3, 4 

 

The Age of Reform 

 Reformers/abolitionists/ 

women’s movement 

 

Standards 2, 3, 4 

 

Causes of the U.S. Civil War 

 Dred Scott decision 

 John Brown’s raid 

 Ineffective presidencies 

 Southern reaction to presidential-

elect Lincoln 

 

Standards 1, 2, 3, 4 

 

 

 

 

 



CURRICULUM MAP 
 

Subject:  Social Studies                                     Grade Level:  7th Advanced                rev 9/08 

 

FIRST QUARTER SECOND QUARTER THIRD QUARTER FOURTH QUARTER 

 

 

European Conceptions in the 1300’s-

1500’s 

 From the Dark Ages into the 

Renaissance 

 The mad quest for Asian 

spices/Marco Polo’s influence  

 Gutenberg’s printing press 

 Technological improvements in 

sailing 

 Navigational difficulty/inability 

to establish correct longitude 

 

Standards 2, 3 

 

European Exploration and 

Settlements 

 Portuguese/Spanish/English/ 

Dutch and French explorers and 

their impact upon the Americas 

 Indigenous peoples of the West 

Indies 

 Columbus: Evil or Enlightened? 

 Henry Hudson and the river 

named after him 

 

Standards 2 

 

Colonial Settlement/Life in Colonial 

Communities 

 Establishing the 13 English 

colonies 

 Roots of representative 

government 

 Zenger trial 

 Bacon’s Rebellion 

 Major religious and economic 

characteristics of  New England, 

middle and southern colonies 

     

Causes of the Revolution 

 Political and economic conflicts 

 The mind of James Otis 

 King and parliament:  How a 

limited monarchy functions 

 Whig and Tory view points 

 Boston riots 

 

Standards 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 

 

Military/Political Aspects of the 

Revolution 

 Washington’s leadership 

 Scrutinizing Jefferson’s 

Declaration 

 Irascible John Adams and his 

influence upon Congress 

 Military strategies 

 Key Battles 

 Franklin, France and foreign 

assistance 

 Women’s Lives at Home/Female 

camp followers 

 Fiscal problems faced by the 13 

States 

 Benedict Arnold’s heroics and his 

treason 

 

Standards 1, 2, 5 

 

Economic/Political/Social Changes Due 

to the Revolution 

 Articles of Confederation 

 Shay’s Rebellion 

 Madison and Hamilton’s influence 

 

 

 

 

U.S. and NY State Constitution 

(Writing/Structure/Adoption) 

 Roots of the U.S. Constitution 

 The Founding Fathers 

 Greek and Roman influences 

 Later European philosophical 

ideas on government 

 Key disagreements and 

compromises 

 

Standards 1, 2, 5 

 

New Federal Government in Action 

 Early presidential administrations 

 Washington’s presidential 

precedents 

 Congress and court system at 

work 

 Federalists vs. Antifederalists 

 The tragic downfall of Alexander 

Hamilton 

 

Standards 1, 4, 5 

 

Western Expansion and Progress 

 The Louisiana Purchase 

 Lewis and Clark 

 Toussaint-Louverture and 

Napoleon’s mistakes 

 Erie Canal 

 

Standards 1, 2, 4, 5 

 

Age of Jackson 

 The War of 1812 

 Era of Good Feelings 

 The Trail of Tears 

 Jacksonian Democracy 

 

Manifest Destiny 

 The further expansion of America 

 Declining Spain and the acquisition 

of Florida 

 Oregon Trail 

 Mountain Men 

 War for Texas 

 Future leaders:  Taylor, Grant, Lee 

 

Standards 1, 2, 3, 4 

 

North and South 

 Economic and social differences 

 Compromises over slavery 

 Early manufacturing and factory 

processes 

 Plantation society 

 Economics and social life 

 

Standards 1, 2, 3, 4 

 

The Age of Reform 

 Reformers/abolitionists/ 

women’s movement 

 Frederick Douglass’ experiences 

 

Standards 1, 2, 3, 4 

 

Causes of the U.S. Civil War 

 Dred Scott decision 

 John Brown’s raid 

 Ineffective presidencies 

 Southern reaction to presidential-

elect Lincoln 

 Rise of the Republican Party 

 

 

 



 

Standards 1, 3, 4 

 

The French & Indian War 

 Fur trade and the Native 

populace beaver wars 

 Young George Washington 

 Key Battles 

 Treaty of 1763 

 

Standards 1, 2, 3 

 

Honors Concepts and Themes:  

Science and Technology 

 

 

 

Standards 1, 4, 5 

 

Honors Concepts and Themes:  Cultural 

and Intellectual Life 

 

 

 

Standards 1, 2, 3, 4 

 

Honors Concepts and Themes:  

Human Systems 

 

Standards 1, 2, 3, 4 

 

Honors Concepts and Themes:  

Presidential decisions and actions 

 

 

 

 



 

CURRICULUM MAP 
 

Subject:  Social Studies                                     Grade Level:  8th                rev 9/08 

 

FIRST QUARTER SECOND QUARTER THIRD QUARTER FOURTH QUARTER 

 

1. The Civil War  

    -Advantages and disadvantages 

     North and South 

   -Geographic factors and their 

    Influence on the war 

    -New York and the Civil War  

 

2. Results of the Civil War 

     -Preservation of the Union 

    -Abolition of slavery 

    -Secession and States Rights 

    -Reconstruction 

    -Effects of the war 

 

4. Industrial Society 2nd Half of 

    19th century 
   -Problems and resolution in 

US politics. 

   -US as an industrial power 

   -Government and industry 

   -Change in agriculture 

   -Labor and industry 

   -Farmers and industry 

 

5.  Immigration Changes America 

   -Waves of immigration 

   -Citizenship  

   -America as a mobile society  

   -Consumerism and increased  

       leisure time  

 

 

 

1. Progressive Movement 

   - Social Ills 

   - Government reform 

   - Economic reform    

 

2. The US Expands Overseas 

   -Growth of imperialism 

   -Spanish American War 

   -Results of war and changes in 

     US foreign policy 

   -US policies in Latin American 

 

3. New US Role in Global Politics 

   -US policy of non-involvement 

         in European politics 

   -Pre WWI involvement 

   -Causes of WWI 

   -US entry into WWI 

   -Wilson at Versailles 

   -Bolshevik Revolution 

 

4. US Between the Wars 

   -Prohibition and the 18th  

    Amendment 

   -US isolationism in world 

     affairs 

   -Rising standard of living and 

     changes in the workplace 

   -Foreign Immigration and 

    domestic Migration in the US 

   -New Ideas about Leisure time  

   -Cause of  Stock Market Crash 

     

1. The Great Depression 

   -Contributing factors 

   -Initial Responses 

   -The New Deal 

   -The Depressions effect on 

     work, family and 

     communities 

   -Cultural environment during 

     the Depression 

   -Effects of depression on 

     Europe 

   -European and far east conflicts 

     and US foreign policy 

 

2. World War II 

   -Origins of the war 

   -Prewar alliances and failure of  

     peace efforts 

   -The US in WWII 

   -Modern aspects of the war 

   -Home front 

   -End of War and its impact 

 

3. The US as Leader of Free World 

   -The Cold War 

   -US and Soviet Relations. 

     expansion and containment 

   -Superpower rivalry 

 

1. The US in the Post-Cold War 

     World 

   -Changing US foreign policy 

   -The new US role in World 

   -Relations in the Western 

     Hemisphere 

 

2. Post-War Society 

   -Changing patterns of 

     production and consumption in 

     the US 

   -Changes in families and 

     communities 

   -Civil Rights Movements 

   -Events that changed US 

     self- image 

 

3. The US in the New Millennium 

   -The US completes in a new 

     world economy 

   -The new role of Federal 

     Government  

   -Changing technology 

   -Confronting old and new  issues. 

 



CURRICULUM MAP 

 

Subject: Social Studies            Grade Level: 8 ADV      rev 9/08 

 

FIRST QUARTER 

Standards 1,3,4,5 

SECOND QUARTER 

Standards 1,2,3,4,5 

THIRD QUARTER 

Standards 1,2,3,4,5 

FOURTH QUARTER 

Standards 1,2,3,4,5 

Division and Reunion 

II The Civil War Breaks Out                    

-  Advantages and disadvantages North 

and South 

-  Geographic factors and their influence 

    on the war 

-  New York and the Civil War  

III Results of the Civil War 

-  Preservation of the Union 

-  Abolition of slavery 

-  Secession and States Rights 

-  Reconstruction 

-  Effects of the war 

 

An Industrial Society 
I Society in the Second Half of the 19th 

Century 

-   Problems and Progress in American 

     politics 

-   U.S. as and industrial power 

-  The corporation as a business 

    organization 

-   Government response to big business 

-   Agriculture in an industrial society 

II Changes in the Social Structure 

-   Immigration in America 

-   Legal basis for citizenship in America 

-   U.S. as a mobile society 

-   U.S. as a consumer society 

-   Leisure in the U.S.  

III Progressive Movement 1900 – 1920 

-   Social problems in the U.S. 

-   Government Reform 

-   Economic Reform  

 

US as an Independent Nation in an 

Interdependent World 

I US Expands Overseas US imperialism 

-   Growth if imperialistic sentiments 

-   Spanish American War 

-   Victory and Latin American policy   

II US Role in World Politics  

-   Noninvolvement in European affairs 

-   Pre-WWI involvements 

-   U.S. in WWI 

-   U.S. at Versailles Wilson and Senate 

opposition 

-   Russian Revolutions 

 

The US between the Wars 

I Post War US and the Roaring 20’s 

-   Prohibition, 18th Amendment 

-   Isolationism 

-   Rise in the standard of living 

-   Changes in the workplace 

-   Immigration 

-   Changes in Society 

-   Stock market crash 

II The Great Depression 

-   Causes 

-   Response of Hoover 

-   New Deal 

-   Effects of depression on Americans    

-   Effects of Depression on Europe 

 

The US Assumes World-Wide 

Responsibilities 

I World War II 

-   Origins of the War 

-   Prewar alliances and the failure of 

     peace 

-   The U.S. in WWII 

-    New aspects of the war 

-    End of the War and its impact 

II The US as Leader of the Free World  

-   Role of the United Nations                  

-   The U.S. as world leaders 

-   Communist expansion and   

     containment 

-   Super power rivalry and the space 

     race 

-   Vietnam War                                     

III The US in a Post Cold War World 

-    Changes in American society in the     

       post war years 

-     Civil Rights Movement 

-     Shifting U.S. roles in a post cold                  

war world 

People and Change in Post War 

America 

I Post War Optimism and Prosperity 

-   Civil Rights Movement 

-   Changing economy  

II The United States Begins a new 

Century 

-   911 and its effects on America  

-   Competing in a world economy 

-   Technology in the work place 

-   Changing role of government 
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